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      Rep. Brian Baird (D., Washington)

Upper Columbia River/Lake Roosevelt - Washington

QUESTION: What is the status of cleanup activities at the Upper Columbia River/Lake Roosevelt Superfund Site?


ANSWER:

· A Settlement Agreement between EPA and Teck Cominco was signed in June 2006, in which Teck is required to take over responsibility for completing a portion of the RI/FS with EPA oversight and approval.  Teck will provide annual up-front funding of $1.1 million, and will place $20 million in escrow to provide financial assurance. 

· As part of the settlement agreement, Teck will provide limited funding (up to $50,000) for a community group to hire a technical advisor.

· Teck submitted a draft Work Plan at the end of 2006.  The Work Plan had a number of deficiencies and needed revisions.  EPA provided comments and held a number of meetings with Teck to ensure that the revised Work Plan would meet project requirements.  EPA is reviewing the revised Plan along with the State, Tribes, and other federal agencies.  


BACKGROUND


· On January 7, 2008 the Supreme Court denied Teck Cominco’s petition seeking review of the Ninth Circuit’s 2006 ruling that upheld the right to impose liability under Superfund law on Teck Cominco for releases of waste that occurred in Canada but contaminated land within the United States.  

· An Expanded Site Investigation was completed in 2003.  The RI/FS sampling and analysis portion of Phase I (400 sediment and 1000 fish samples) was completed in 2005.  EPA Region 10 is coordinating the RI/FS work with the state, tribes, and DOI.


·  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In 2004, EPA began the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) using “Enforcement Fairness” funds.  In 2005, EPA completed Phase 1 sampling of beaches, sediment, and fish.  Preliminary results showed that, for limited recreational use, 12 of the 15 beaches are safely below health-based risk standards for the tested contaminants, including arsenic, lead, pesticides, and PCBs.

· A Settlement Agreement between EPA and Tech Cominco was signed in June 2006 that requires Teck to take over responsibility for completing a portion of the RI/FS with EPA oversight and approval.  Teck will provide annual up front funding of $1.1 million, and will place $20 million in escrow to provide financial assurance. Teck has drafted a plan for the next phases of work that is currently under EPA review.  


